
 

 

 

 

 

Grace and Peace to you.  First, let me say that I continue to hold each and every one of 

you in prayer as we continue to live through this difficult time.  This pandemic is testing 

us in ways we could have never imagined.  We are living with a mixture of emotions  

including anxiety, fear, boredom, sadness and grief.  At the same time, however, we may 

be finding new opportunities to connect with family members and friends.  Now, as we seem to be moving into a new phase 

where people are attempting to resume normal activities and to get people back to work, we face questions about health and 

safety.  Uncertainty is the norm.  We’ve never been here before and we aren’t sure what the future is going to look like exactly. 

I’ve been working with a small group comprised of council members, medical professionals and worship leaders on developing a 

plan for getting back to “in person” worship.  As you imagine, the questions we are trying to answer are challenging.  Our  

primary focus is to ensure that you are able to return in a manner that minimizes the risks and keeps you as safe as possible.  

We are determining the maximum capacity our Sanctuary can hold while ensuring that we may maintain six feet of distance  

between worshipers. Limited capacity may mean that “reservations” may need to be taken for each service.  We expect that we 

will require everyone to wear a mask.  Hand sanitizer will be readily available.  Temperatures will probably be checked at the 

door. 

Still, with all these procedures in place, we may find that we are not able to celebrate the Lord’s supper safely nor, may we be 

able to sing during the service.  In addition, in an attempt to maintain physical distance, we may have to enact procedures for 

both entering and leaving the worship service and there will be no opportunity to stand around and fellowship in the Church.  As 

with so many of other things in our life, we may be able to get back together but, our time together will be very different. 

One possible option being looked at would be to have worship outside with people physically distancing themselves in chairs on 

the lawn or sitting in cars in the parking lot.  This possibility also brings with it many logistical challenges that need to be  

addressed. 

I share all this with you to let you know that we are actively working on trying to get to a point where we will be able to worship 

together in this place but, we aren’t there yet.  Please be patient.  Please keep your congregation and its leaders in your  

prayers.  And, please feel free to contact me with ideas, concerns and questions.  My cell phone is 440-710-4757. 

In Christ Jesus,  

 

Pastor Steve 

 
June 

               
2020 

Pierstorf Memorial Loan Fund 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Provides interest-free loans to Lutheran  

students who are or will be enrolled full time 

in a four-year undergraduate program at any 

accredited college or university.   

 
This year, the maximum interest-free loan is 
$3,000 for the school year.   

For  information, visit www.pierstorf.org.   

 

Complete the 2020-2021 application by  

visiting the website.  The deadline for all  

applications is Tuesday, June 30, 2020. 

Questions, please contact: 

pierstorf@messiahfp.org 

 
If the corona virus pandemic has taught us anything, it is that - “together is better than 
apart.” That said, thanks to the wonders of modern technology and our wonderful  
worship team, we at least have been able to come together virtually. However, we know 
that Facebook worship is no permanent replacement for actually worshipping together 
under one roof. The Prayer Team will rejoice when we can again “worship together as a 
family.” 
 
May this experience remind us that God desires all human beings to be together as “one 
in the spirit,” regardless to race, religion, or sexual identity.  On a world scale,  
particularly during the recent resurgence of nationalistic “tribalism,” Christ challenges us 
to come to know “the other,” just he himself broke bread with sinners, prostitutes and 
tax collectors.  
 
That is why the Holy Spirit drives Christians, Muslims and Jews, who share a common 
heritage as “people of the book” (Bible), to be an example of unity in an otherwise  
broken World. We are all part of the 3 great monotheistic faith traditions which share a 
common patriarchal heritage though Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses and Isaac.  
 
For the past couple of years, the Prayer and Spirituality Team has planned events that 
have engendered knowledge and understanding of our Muslim brothers and  
sisters.  Next, we intend to bring opportunities for an increased awareness of our Jewish 
sisters and brothers, along with the challenges that they have faced throughout history.  
 
We urge you to watch the Candle and for all future events related to Prayer and  
Spirituality. In the meantime, stay safe, be healthy and we hope to see you soon  
somewhere on Christ’s broad highway as we continue to share Christ’s love with all. 
 
Blessings,  The Prayer and Spirituality Team 

Spirituality 

May God Bless all of our Graduates! 

 

Alyssa Adams:  will be graduating from the University of Mount Union in May with a Bachelors of  
Science in Neuroscience. She will be continuing her education as a Doctorate of Clinical Psychology 
student at Spalding University in Louisville, Kentucky beginning in August 

Sky M. Ironhorse:  is graduating with a degree in Industrial Design. Her passion is in furniture design 

and is doing that at Chagrin Valley Custom Furniture.   

Lucas Smith (grandson of Josie Smith):  graduated from high school and will be attending a 2-year 

program for Engineering at North Carolina State in the fall. 



 Upcoming Blood Drives at Advent 

 
TUESDAY, June 9, 2020   

9:30am-2:30pm 

 

FRIDAY, June 26, 2020 

10am-4:30pm (Cedar Point Drive) 

 

Schedule an appointment online at: 

 RedCrossBlood.org 
Sponsor keyword:  Advent 

Or call 1.800.RED.CROSS 

Food Pantry Donations needed 

for the month of June: 

 

      Deodorant &  
                       Toilet Paper 
                   
 **Volunteers       
Needed** 

Hannah’s Home  
Baby Bottle Fundraiser  

Campaign 
 

This year, the Baby Bottle Campaign will be 
an “online” campaign.  Instead of filling the 
baby bottles with coin/checks, you can  
easily and safely participate in filling up one 
large online baby bottle!     

 

 Visit:  hannahshome.org to donate 

 Checks can be mailed to: 
Hannah’s Home 
PO Box 1395 
Mentor, Ohio  44060 

 Donations can be made until Father’s Day, 
June 21. 

 
 
 

Loving our Neighbors in the time of Coronavirus 
 
The social isolation and economic pressures of living in this time have made our call to "share Christ's love with all" ever more  
urgent, but also ever more challenging.  We are looking for creative ways to reach out and serve our neighbors even if we need to 
be physically distant.  Please reach out to Jen Lenz (JenDLenz@gmail.com or 614-580-1647) if you see a need in our community 
that you believe the people of Advent can help meet.  Here's an update on current projects:   
 
Project Hope:  The services that Project Hope provides are in high demand right now and our Lenten fundraising efforts turned out 
to be well timed.  Advent raised over $1000, despite much of the collection taking place during times of "social distancing.”   
Thank you! 
 
Food Pantry:   we are seeing new families as the economic implications of the Coronavirus continue.  In an attempt to keep both 
volunteers and neighbors as safe as possible, the Food Pantry is now functioning exclusively by "curb-side pick-up.”  Our neighbors 
wait in their cars and volunteers bring the food out. Advent continues to staff distributions on the 3rd and 4th Wednesdays of each 
month.   Volunteers are wearing masks and we are attempting to have enough volunteers to get the job done while not creating 
overly crowded conditions in the space.  We are in special need of young and healthy volunteers as many of our long time  
volunteers are older individuals who are staying home to stay safe. Please contact Jen Lenz (JenDLenz@gmail.com or  
614-580-1647) if you would like to help with this effort.   
 
ELCA World Hunger Daily Bread grant:  As part of the ELCA's national response to the Coronavirus crisis, matching funds were 
made available for hunger ministries.  This congregation generously raised $1106 toward this effort and we were awarded a $500 
match from the ELCA.  Thank you for helping to feed our neighbors!! 

Outreach Ministry News 

GENERAL FUND         

Balance 1/1/20   $ 34,533.98  

       

34,533.98      

Income  106,309.79  

            

115,254.00            (8,944.21)   

Expenditures  

           

109,110.25   

           

111,252.00               2,141.75        

Ending Balance 

April 30, 2020  

  

            

$31,733.52  

         

$38,535.98        $  (6,802.46)   

         

BUILDING FUND/  

EXISTING MORTGAGE         

Balance 1/1/20  $15,457.18   $15,457.18      

Income         
Expenditures                            

         
Ending Balance  

April 30, 2020   $ 15,457.18   $   15,457.18                     No Mortgage 

         

DESIGNATED/

RESTRICTED FUNDS         

Balance 1/1/20   $ 99,584.56  

Treasurer's Report with Fund Balances are posted at the  

end of each month on the council bulletin board in the hallway. 

Income     6,414.51    

Expenditures      22,867.10       

Ending Balance 

April 30, 2020   $83,131.97       

Advent Financials - April 

 

May 31-June 13    Mary Hofer, Sandy Kehler, 

                           Joanne Armao 

June 14-27      Bonnie Reppert, Susan  

      Enzerra, Denise Janosko,  

June 28-July 11    Becky Spudich, Barb Zahn, 

                           Lida Mackey 

**Health & Wellness news will be updated 

next month.**    STAY HEALTHY! 

++++++++++ 

 

 June Altar Flowers 
 

   7 OPEN      14  Noble 

 21 OPEN      28  OPEN 

 

June Altar Guild:    

      Julie Oswald, Becky Young 

Pastor Prayer Intercessors  

May 30-June 5     Lee Sundblom, Kay Smith 

June 6-12        Becky Spudich, Sue Keeley 

June 13-19        Jen Egner, Sandy Kehler 

June 20-26          Rick & Mary Hofer 

June 27-July 3     Phyllis Tucker, Roxana Williams 

Prayer Chain 

Please contact Sue Keeley @ 440.862.2790 or by e-mail 

at adventmentor1@sbcglobal.net if you have a prayer  

request; or if you would like to become part of the 

prayer chain ministry. Prayer is Powerful!! 

June 21 
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